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" STATE SENATE

“on Thursday, the Senate stopped a bill that we
“have given $105 miflion to transitional housing;

- Republicans in the sta!e :
‘Senate stopped the | passage

_ of abill Thursday that would -
have_added $10.5 million to

grams for youth transitioning
* “out of foster care, including
dozen youths in Sﬂn Luis
*+Obispo County,

. AB 845 had already passed
the Assembly in a 780 vote
and had support from Gov,
Arnold Schwarzenegger, but
it failed in the Senate to'gar-

ner Lhe two-t.hlrds majority

~ needed to send it to the gov-

ernor’s desk:: :

The partylme vote fell
short of the two-thirds need-
ed, with 23 Democrats in fa-
vor : and ‘13 - Republicans

against it. Sen. Abel Maldon-

ado, R-Santa Mana ab-
stamed

“Lee Collins, d1rect0r of

it wou!d ha _'e helped proq _’ ms |n SLo expand
"San Luls Obispo County D&

partment of Social Setvices,
said he was: dlsappomted

2 th_at foster children were be
+ing used o send'a message

about fiscal resp0n51ba.llty to
the governor: :

“It's just a little unnerving
that Senate Republicans want
to play that game with this
pupula‘uon, Collins sa1d

“have put:
: Thursday,

i San Luis OBI‘SPDCGUN‘FY. iCA:L!.t-'.':l

- SaAN MIGUEL .

ports funding for tran Sitional
housing but did. not:vote for
b

suspect
sought
inrape

Two have already been
arrested in the case,

Senate leaders a

inore time to negotiate the
budget mocrats shouldn't
up for a, vote

A'new 'h;partssan y
emerge in a few weeks on’
the same isste, and Maldon-
ado said he wiil's'uppor't it
then. ;
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“1did not get elected to the
state Senale to cut foster ¢hil-
dren,” Maldonado said. “I
know that, and T would never
do that”

San Luis Obispo aad other
counlies were told by state of-
ficials that they could plan on
the additional funding Lo
build or expand their lransi-
tional housing programs lor
foster youths “aging out” of
the syslem, said Jim Roberts,
director of The Family Care
Network Inc., which coordi-
nates the local program with
the county.

Four former foster youths
are currently enrolled in San
Luis Obispo County's transi-
tional housing program, and
the county hopes to expand
its program to 12 youths

— granted it has sulficient
funding. 3

Roberts and Collins remain
hopcful that the governer’s
office or the Legislature will
find another way to fund the
housing programs, but
Collins said he was frustrated
that foster children became
political pawns.

Last year, the San Luis
Obispo Counly grand jury re-
leased a reporl critical of the
support systems available to
boost former foster youth to
success. The report cited
slatewide slatistics showing

‘that about ‘65 percent of
youths leave the foster sys-
tem with no place lo go, and
that they are more likely to
become homeless than go to
college.

Funding Lo house these
children is 4 critical first step
to help bridge them to suc-
cess, Collins said.
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and a third is suspected
of hainm ~n ~-- -




